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rainy season was exceptionally severe and long, and
it was not till near the end of October that the forward
move could be made in two columns, the main one
moving up the Dihang valley to Pasighat and Kebang,
while a smaller column of 500 rifles marched to
Ledum and Mishing to protect the left of the main
column, as the attitude of the neighbouring tribe of
Galongs, who are more allied to the Mirris than to
the Abors, was uncertain.

The official objects of this expedition were to
punish the Kebang and Komsing villages concerned
in the massacre, to reduce all clans to submission
throughout the country so as to facilitate survey and
exploration work, and to visit all the principal villages.
The Dihang was to be explored as far as the falls,
and information obtained enabling a suitable boundary
to be adopted with Thibet and China. The Ledum
column having no tracks to follow, which was not the
case with the main column, had to practically cut
every mile of their advance through the densest
jungle, and while the reconnoitring party was pushing
up to Mishing the first contact with the Abors was
made, the 2nd Goorkha scouts surprising and killing
a picquet. Mishing was later occupied, and till the
end of November nothing but small reconnaissances
were feasible owing to stringent orders from head-
quarters which forbade any night to be spent out
of camp. This for a long time obviated any chance
of active offence or wide reconnaissance work, and
lost more than one chance of bringing the enemy
to book ; and the column had to content itself with
rapid marches out and back in all directions, in which
on two or three occasions they were able to surprise